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On Sept. 27, Army Maj. Kathy Wood told reporters in Washington that three US military advisers
fired their M-16 rifles at Salvadoran rebels in self-defense two weeks ago. The incident occurred
on Sept. 13 when guerrillas attacked the Salvadoran army's 4th Brigade headquarters at El Paraiso,
Chalatenango department. A total of 16 Salvadoran soldiers and five rebels were reportedly killed.
Wood said this was the first time US military advisers had fired their weapons since March 31,
1987, when rebels attacked the same base. At that time, Army Staff Sgt. Gregory Fronius was killed.
According to Wood, there are 119 US advisers in El Salvador, 49 of which are designated as military
trainers. Congress has limited the number of trainers to 55. The Sept. 13 attack began at about 1:30
a.m. local time and lasted about four hours. According to an official memorandum by Lt. Gen.
Charles Brown obtained in copy form by the Washington Post, some rebels entered one section of
the base compound and caused the US advisers to perceive "a direct threat to their safety." Brown,
director of the Defense Security Assistance Agency, said in the memo, "There are no indications
of guerrilla casualties as a result of the US defensive fire." Brown noted US advisers routinely
operate out of the base near El Paraiso, and the Post quoted his memo as saying, "The use of the
(advisers') personal weapons was strictly in accordance with the rules of engagement in effect in El
Salvador." (Basic data from AP, UPI, 09/27/88)
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